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From the Bench  

The first quarter of the Covid 19 pandemic has passed, and has it ever 

changed the way of life for us all!  As a result, activities for the Chester 

Shade Historical Association are for the most part, at a stand-still.  

Starting in May, the “open” days for the Courthouse and Academy were 

reduced to Fridays and Saturdays only, 10 am – 4:00 pm (or by private 

appointment) until further notice.  We ask that visitors be limited to 

groups of no larger than five, that social distancing be practiced, and 

prefer that you wear a mask, but it is not mandatory.  We resumed our 

regular monthly meetings on June 4th, limiting participants to ten, suffi-

ciently distanced apart. 

It is difficult to plan or reschedule our usual annual activities for the re-

mainder of the year, as this virus is still very much prevalent and having 

its negative influence on any kind of gatherings of humanity.  At this 

time, the CSHA has decided to cancel the fall Genealogy Fair, however, 

the Daughters of the American Revolution will be having a meeting here 

on September 19th. They will have a Genealogy Class for those who are 

interested in learning how to do Genealogy the proper way.  The class 

will be limited and you must call Opal Grueser to make a reservation. 

Phone number 1-740-992-3301. The 2020 Meigs Heritage Festival – Oc-

tober 3rd  has been cancelled.  Keep up to date on these events on our 

Facebook page, or look for notices in our local newspaper. 

Meanwhile, we are encouraging and accepting donations (no clothing, 

please) for the future benefit auction; items may be dropped off at the 

Academy during open days/hours, or can be picked up at your residence 

by calling the number on the front of this Newsletter during open hours 

to make arrangements. 

We solicit your continued support through paid memberships, mone-

tary donations, volunteer time, and gently used goods for our benefit 

auction. 

Stay safe and keep following social distancing procedures. 

Dan Will 

CSHA President 
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Chester History Tidbits 

By Cleo Weber Smith 

As told to Opal M. Grueser 

 
Chester, Ohio before 1950 was a different town.  It had quite a vari-

ety of stores and goodies available.  The Werling sisters – Lena and 

Katie had a HAT Shop!  They sold all kinds of hats for men and 

women.  Cleo remembers the youngest brother Jacob; it was a pret-

ty good-sized family of 5 girls and 4 boys.  The parents settled in 

Ohio from Bavaria.  The shop was in downtown Chester.  When 

the ladies, passed, the estate was auctioned (in 1950 or 51).  Jessie 

and Tommy Weber purchased a bedroom suit with two beautiful 

pieces now living with Opal’s brother. 

 

On west Main Street there was a creamery, the local farmers 

brought their cream to this location for pick up.  The creamery was 

owned by Pearl and Leatha Koblentz.  A Mr. Kincaid from Cool-

ville picked up the cream that was in 5-gallon cans.  Occasionally 

there was a 3-gallon bucket with a bail.  Next to the creamery was 

the Roecher  home.  If you went into the alley next to the house, 

you could enter the basement where you would find fresh roasted 

peanuts!  I bet Chester smelled awesome!!  And homemade peanut 

butter!  Yum 

 

The Frank Gaul store sold shoes and the first Cold Spot Refrigera-

tors along with many other items.  Cleo bought one of the first re-

frigerators.   

 

In 1928 James Weber and Tommy Weber (brothers) along with 

Cecil Nelson and George Powell drove to Pontiac, Michigan.  They 

brought back Meigs Counties’ first school buses.  Jimmy Weber 

built a bus garage for the one he drove next to the old Weber home 

in Chester.  Tommy kept his bus at the farm.  The third bus was 

driven by Rev. Warner, The Methodist Church Minister.  The buses 

owned by the Weber brothers were rented to the new consolidated 

School District.  The School District then hired the men to drive the 

buses.  In the picture:  Tommy Weber, Jimmy Weber and Rev. 

Warner. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PS: there was another Werling family from Germany – headed by 

David, son Andrew with a spouse, Magdalena with 6 boys and one 

daughter.  The 1880 Census of Chester Township contained 26 head 

of households from Bavaria, 15 Germany, 3 Prussia, 5 Ireland, 1 

England and 2 from Wales.  The remainder and majority moved to 

Chester Township from other states in the United States. 

 

Aunt Cleo says I need to write these things down while she can still 

remember.  We are working on it.  Hope you don’t mind if I pass it 

along.  Chester has an interesting history. 

Please write down what things you remember, and send it to the Ge-

nealogy Section of the Chester Shade Historical Association.  We 

would love to add them to our collection. 

 
   

Top pic:  Ches-

ter Gas Station            

Lower Pic – 

Back of the 

picture was 

used for a gro-

cery list 

Back of the school bus picture nam-

ing the bus drivers. 

Three new school buses for Chester 
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Thought for the Day 

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsi-

bility.  It’s easy to say, ‘It’s not my child, not my commu-

nity, not my world, not my problem.’  Then there are 

those who see the need and respond.  I consider those 

people my heroes.” 

History repeats itself.  

This poem was written 1869 and was reprinted in 1919 during 

that Pandemic.  We thought it would be nice to see it again 

during our Pandemic.  The author is unknown. 

 

This is Timeless... 

And people stayed at home 

And read books 

And Listened 

And they rested 

And did exercises 

And made art and played 

And learned new ways of being 

And stopped and listened 

More deeply 

Someone, meditated, someone prayed 

Someone met their shadow 

And people began to think differently 

And people healed. 

And in the absence of people who 

Lived in ignorant ways 

Dangerous, meaningless and heartless,  

The earth also began to heal 

And when the danger ended and  

People found themselves 

They grieved for the dead 

And made new choices 

And dreamed of new visions 

And created new ways of living 

And completely healed the earth 

Just as they were healed. 

 

Pictures  next page 

Genealogy Corner 

By 

Kaye Fick 

 

 Well, that was a surprise! I never would 
have expected to see this (a Pandemic) in 
my lifetime. I hope all of  our friends at 
CSHA have found a way to survive and 
thrive in spite of this nasty virus.  Because 
of the virus and our concern for our pa-
trons we have decided not to try to have a 
Genealogy Fair this year.  I really hate to 
do it, but no one wants to spread or get the 
virus.  Hopefully next year this will all be a 
bad memory. 

 

When all of this is behind us, please come 
and use our bountiful resources to track 
down those elusive ancestors.  Not only do 
we have Meigs County references but also 
those from the surrounding counties and 
even a few from Pennsylvania.  We also 
have two books of German genealogy if 
your family is from the Oppau or Freisen-
heim area of Bavaria/Germany. There is 
tons of info about the German families who 
settled in Meigs County.  We also have 
20,000 or so obituaries from Meigs and 
surrounding areas. We can do lookups at 
your request.  There is a charge if we mail 
copies. 

 

We are still open two days a week or by 
appointment.  We can be reached at the 
court house number or my number 740-
985-4115.  If you want some research 
done, I can do some of it from home, but I 
don’t go to the Academy very often. I am 
staying isolated as much as possible.  

 

Please stay safe out there and follow all of 
the safety recommendations so we can re-
sume “normal” life soon. 
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Pictures from 1918 that go with the Pandemic 

Poem 
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Civil War Era Money 

                     “Tokens of Trade” 

Following is a continuation of the article, by  

Mike Roberts in the Spring Chester Shade His-

torical Association Newsletter, concerning To-

kens.   

Tokens were issued by Meigs County Mer-

chants in the numerous  small and large 

towns and communities from the mid 1800’s  

to around World War II.  Tokens were general-

ly made of metal, that being bronze, brass, 

copper, aluminum and nickel as well as card-

board.  The most common types were for “5¢ 

in trade” along with denominations of 1¢, 

2¢,10¢, 25¢, 50¢, $1, and $2 were known.  

Meigs County tokens were usually round, but 

tokens with four and up to thirty two small 

lobes are found.  Some were square and 

some were in unique shapes, i.e. horse’s 

head. 

The article continues with descriptions of to-

kens from various Meigs County communities 

not mentioned before. 

Meigs County Merchant Tokens—Part II 

By Mike Roberts 

Hemlock Grove had a store owned by R.D. 

Rawlings.  Two denominations are known—5¢ 

and 2¢.  It is likely that other denominations 

were used.  Because they are made of card-

board and date from about 1890, it is surpris-

ing that any survived.  Of course, as some-

times occurs with collectibles, someone may 

find an old box full of them in the attic or 

basement. 

One side of each has only the token value.  

While on the reverse reads “This check is 

good for (two cents) or (five cents)” around 

the edge. It continues in the center “In goods 

at the store of R.D. Rawlings  Hemlock Grove  

Ohio”.   

On both examples “R.D. Rawlings” though 

legible, has been inked through.  I assume 

that the store may have been sold to another 

by Rawlings Jr., the new owner continuing to 

honor the old tokens.  I have not done re-

search to verify this. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

The tiny village of Point Rock had a merchant 

“Bobo & Vale” who issued at least 5 denomi-

nations of tokens—25¢, 10¢, 5¢, 2¢, and 1¢.  

The 25 cents is known only in brass.  The 10¢, 

5¢, 2¢, and 1¢ in copper.  The 2¢ token occurs 

in both copper and brass.  They are identical 

except for the metal.  All the tokens have 

“Good For ____Cents In Merchandise” on one 

side and “Bobo & Vale   Point Rock, O”. 

 

Actual size of Hemlock Grove  2¢ Token 

Actual size front and back of 2¢ Token 

                         Point Rock 

            Obverse 2 Cent 

       Hemlock Grove Token  
Hemlock Grove Token 

       Reverse side 
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Rutland has five tokens, all from Rathburn's, 

the department store which was in business 

there for more than one hundred years.  

Three of the five are brass and are all vari-

ants of a one cent token.  They all have the 

same inscriptions “J.N. Rathburn’s Sons   Rut-

land Ohio” on the front with slight changes 

in layout.  The reverses all say “Good for 1¢ in 

Merchandise”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am aware of three merchants in Racine who 

issued tokens, “The Club,” issued a brass 10 

cents, and two aluminum varieties of a 5 cent 

token.  The 10 cents and one of the 5 cents 

have identical writings, “The Club Racine” on 

the obverse and  “10¢ or 5¢ in trade” on the 

reverse.  The other 5 cent token is, I believe, 

older.  It has “The Club Racine  Ohio” and a 

large ‘P’ in the center.  As with most of the 

Point Rock tokens it has been punch-holed 

invalidated. 

A fourth Token is puzzling and may well not be 

a merchant token.  It reads “Made by HK Co 

Racine O”.  The reverse is blank.  It is made of 

aluminum and has a hole in the center.  This is 

not a cancellation hole, rather it was part of 

the design.  The last Racine Token is brass and 

issued by HR Dewolfe.  On the front is simply 

“HR Dewolfe”.  The back of it reads “Good for 

3 loaves of bread”.  Although “Racine” is not 

on the token, HR Dewolfe was a known baker. 

 Reedsville has one known token.  The obverse 

says “BUSSE’S DRUG STORE REEDSVILLE”.  On 

the reverse “GOOD FOR 5¢ IN TRADE”.  It was 

issued with a center hole.  I have not handled 

this token but the token photo would indicate 

that it is most likely steel or Zinc plated steel. Continued on page 7 

 

___________________________________________________

Reverse of Point Rock, OH Token  

good for 1¢ 

Front of Point Rock, OH  

1¢ Token  

Approx. actual size—reverse and obverse 

Reedsville Token approximate actual size 

Obverse and Reverse sides of Reedsville Token Enlarged 

Approximate Actual size  Unlisted Type I 1¢ token 

Obverse side of JN Rathburn’s  - Reverse side of JN Rathburn’s  

1¢ Token    Enlarged for detail 
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The village of Snowville has one known to-

ken.  On the front it says “M.D. Stanley 

Snowville Ohio” and on the reverse “Good 

for 25¢ in Goods”.  It is made of aluminum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dime size 

The dollar token is made of bronze. It is larg-

er, at half dollar size, than the three one 

cent tokens which are dime sized.   

Approximate actual size (dime) 

    ________________________________________ 

The fifth token is the real odd ball.  It is made 

of aluminum and the inscriptions are very 

different from the others.  The front reads 

“J.N. Rathburn’s General Merchandise Rut-

land Ohio”.  The reverse says “Good for 

1/100 in Merchandise”.  In other words “one 

cent”. 

  Front Reverse 

Actual size 

        Aluminum Token  Obverse              Aluminum Token Reverse    

          Aluminum approx. actual size, Rutland, OH 1¢ token 

Enlarged JN Rathburn’s Sons Department Store, Rutland, OH 

Dollar Token 
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Syracuse has two basic tokens.  One is “C. 

Barton Billiards Syracuse Ohio” on the ob-

verse.  On the reverse is “Good for 5¢ in 

trade “.  It is made from bronze.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second is the very desirable Civil War 

Token on which the front appears nearly 

identical to an American Indian Head cent.  

The date “1854” is also present.  The reverse 

is inscribed “H. Bartels Dry Goods Groceries 

Boots & Shoes”.  There are several minor va-

rieties of this one. 

 

In Tuppers Plains one store is known to have 

a token.  It says “W.E. Matlack Merchant 

Tuppers Plains O” on the front and “Good 

for 1/2¢ in Merchandise” on the back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obverse Reverse 

Dime size 

Front Reverse 

Dime Size 

Front Reverse 

Approximate quarter size 

To Be Continued 

____________________________________________________ 

Mike Roberts—author 
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Chester Court House Museum  

Memorabilia 

By  

Linda Blosser 

Curator 

In the early 1900’s store owners kept sugar, salt, meal, 
pickles, liquor and many other “Bulk items” in stone 
jars.  Also sausage was placed in them with a layer of 
lard.  Other things were pickled in them like beets or 
sauerkraut. 

The stone jar pictured was donated by Mike and Sha-
ron Roberts in 2013.  It was originally owned by D.S. 
Lewis Dry Goods in Pomeroy, Ohio.  On the front of 
the Number 4 jar, is written D.S. Lewis dealer in Dry 
Goods, notions, groceries, and clothing. 

On the back of the jar an artist painted a beautiful fall 
scene of a waterfall and mountains. 

Come see our museum displays Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday and /or  Saturdays between 10 am and 4 pm. 

Looking Back 

By  

Charlene Hoeflich 

 
 
Some things in life have a tendency to just fade 
away.,,,,,,,,,,,,,  
 
Like celebrations at Burlingham (Bungtown) which had 
gone on year after year for more years than I can re-
member and then suddenly disappeared from the cal-
endar, never to be mentioned again. 
 
Then one day recently while driving up Route 33 I 
thought of all the celebrations I had attended and the 
numerous stories I had written for the Sentinel about 
Nelson Story and Burlingham. 
  I was there taking notes for a story and snapping pic-
tures for the feature page in The Daily Sentinel for 
many years. 
 
According to a story I wrote so many years ago about 
Burlingham, encouraged by Bob Wingett whose rela-
tive Dr. Harvey Wingett set up a practice there in 1873, 
things were booming in the late 1800’s. There was a 
saw mill, a place to buy alcohol drinks, a beer joint, an 
active mill, clothing and grocery stores and business 
places. 
  
While Burlingham was growing in population and be-
coming more prosperous as the years went by so were 
many other places in the country. Some adventure-
some men were packing up and heading west to join in 
the search for gold. 
 
One of those men was Nelson Story who lived in 
Burlingham,  and the story goes that he “succumbed to 
the romance of the west,” walked to the Ohio River, 
worked out his passage to St. Louis aboard a steam-
boat, took another steamer up the Missouri and went 
ashore at Fort Leavenworth in the Kansas Territory 
with $36 in his pocket. 
 
The story goes that once there it didn’t take him long 
before he became involved with a group of vigilantes 
who took it upon themselves to deal justice.  
 
All the while Story was acquiring land which had gold 
on it and purchasing cattle and accumulating a fortune, 
much of which he is said to have donated to schools.  
 
He died in 1926 but all through the years he was rec-
ognized as a Meigs County man who contributed to the 
development of the west.  
 

Pictured  Dale Colburn 

For many years’ celebrations took place at Burlingham 
to recognize Nelson Story and his accomplishments.   
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Chester Shade Historical Association 
                                   

 Adult Membership $15/year                        Lifetime Membership $150 

Donations 

                      Please send your check to: 

                    Chester Shade Historical Association 

                    P.O. Box 44 

                    Chester, Ohio  45720 

 
Or go to our Website:  Chestercourthouse.com  

and use our Online Store to pay with PayPal or 

make a  

donation. 

In 1995-96 Members of the Daughters of American Revolution and 

a small group of local people came together to save the county’s 

earliest history,  Meigs County’s First Courthouse.    

The Chester Shade Historical Association trustees  and volunteers 

have  worked very hard  to  preserve  the Chester Courthouse, built  

in 1823 and the Academy built in 1840. Both buildings are in use 

and open to the public.   We  have worked over 20 years to save 

what was preserved and make these beautiful buildings useable.  

Continued help is needed to maintain  the buildings and keep them 

open to the public.  

You  can help  by becoming members of CSHA and through dona-

tions. 
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2020 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year. 

$15.00 Individual Adult,  $150 Lifetime Membership 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(if email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Family ______, Individual _______, Student ________, Amt. Pd. ______ 

Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________   Amt. Pd.  ______ 

(Please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

   

 

 

 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Friday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

 

We are open 6 hours a day M, W, F, S  from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end 

on December 31 of each year.   


